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There's a vocal debate over building a better Goodfair
Highway 37 in Sonoma County -- at stake is makes

potentially vast stretches of restored wetlands.

shopping

https://abc7news.com/highway-37-restoring-sonoma-county-wetlands-san-pablo-bay-land-trust-restoration/12117895/ Page 1 of 12


https://abc7news.com/about/newsteam/dan-ashley
https://abc7news.com/highway-37-restoring-sonoma-county-wetlands-san-pablo-bay-land-trust-restoration/12117895/#
https://abc7news.com/watch/
https://abc7news.com/live/11065007
https://abc7news.com/tag/environment/
https://abc7news.com/california-clean-air-day-coalition-for-adopt-a-tree-pollution-in/12297518/
https://abc7news.com/maui-beach-erosion-kaanapali-video-bay-area-sea-level/12273193/
https://abc7news.com/whale-safe-technology-whales-collisions-with-ships-migration-bay-area-benioff-ocean-science-lab/12248250/
https://abc7news.com/goodfair-thrifting-thrift-stores-in-houston-topper-luciani/12247923/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu5MaB0uYW9j2eTmYMCkjXBeqATH7ph4Y3GJLS1WHFr6T018pKx6upp3fkGBdvLCvQ5lHXyWhnUtdotW5_kHD-WfM9ioRroMe3dyADbFsPaV4mVn6lA5IUHoQhAteBP9-_d4bejw1mRPkZWKFez89EIdRz_NfIcTZGIAbEyS4fb5Vyr5Pl78_gCxuwyzZndi2THHj6hy9rkUrQX90zjgN5PvEOxnDqRs_5f8qpqmlKSDeFDtijh-ziiVaqYqoz7gzrKmEzIMAt-C96VsKGbLPgJq4nxz_BpXYF6Rk2B6n27K-B8JIRUoK4zzAtzoqqF659eaW7vjB12CcQqa9QuzLYkhlbMFsMwsmX1L3MrUy80yy85TfC7pk4s6aYb4jE5YVJcmVjmGQl8z-iGATTe1sa_G06vM_2zphxVkf4heypGMI2KMmH4OQg82ReycravCO-ddq35zpblmXChBlxq8wtWRV_MEVsjlv-RVSSBjJiAYSaqFFq4mVt13U46cEbOzKQm796nHmNUOhxwu3ZJr5BKpz2qb-Ylv1eoleSYQnHjYy-j-_kNggXItkiOT68xnaYhX8C80hRjACQt7G-YcMRO3q_xaM-N8lS-MRPtlA_8lEDM9atIQMXX7EvpS6gA84PiOH4T2P7Vx5vqHZXLy6YkQFSiycb_2TZ9LOCbpdrNdt_Tn8QeLUhGcbay3IAcS_gkr-vksNTkx37xrgvO69AfN75E7UaJPrj8JAtVWnqa75qZi6YBs2o3pnqc2YpzvE8R8_MAOO4w8ucX4-kftLSkKyqWdZe7pFcjrKxU1v4_R65uR0XnCN0_Iq2gM8XmpiGFbLxRQZGpvHdcftstzaSLtyntp3SSSY_U1J1Q3_RUvERdA5Zv3vx06bIMYxFRPj4Mg38e9TYX416fZbF6gAQhF25U-EsjZ3AGgyTzBN5d9ajHNjOHj4e4aTC7Oeo0ey6aoyx5RqKsqdpqzrg_JhPE6h8e6fFJJNDpBtfzP3IeViAko3G0VhL7rqn8yC4TrT4ub-g5prcZTxGtLhmWrFGGnOtdAV2yX-LtHRfbYYcwOXpXktt4t_2xlggRAQekJjbJHB6wEKi4cp6QFvOhxh2SHn6FBm9DN76eNa4HAkXGbUBh5jDBrFSc0EWug-1G7yo&sai=AMfl-YRui2i3ww2jOVvZpuUwXx54mravn66QBv2ynN0x_8I4DzmyMgQQuRj9CWCCGdX691EaWA8atNOCl_fy-HYhkz43-DJI7FdnT3aeljxIWwNeRPCR-PsygX0x6g8ROmAGFIggEZJ9rr4awXh_9W8SIRtDwnfcoHDOSLfczVfcNhE73E5ZDKJ6L-mqogainl6ku6RM3jkVz7fY9GJFrWML0u2O7sgt7p-DK7CY0PhuE1XDKTAplxE&sig=Cg0ArKJSzAzJXfAzOVZP&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.hondaoakland.com/searchnew.aspx%3FModel%3DCR-V,HR-V%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_source%3Dztdisplay%26utm_campaign%3DRT-SUV-APR2-202209%26utm_content%3D728x90%26dclid%3D%25edclid!
https://abc7news.com/weather/
https://abc7news.com/weather/
https://abc7news.com/watch/
https://abc7news.com/

Wetlands advocates work to raise Highway 37 in Sonoma County - ABC7 San Francisco

SAN FRANCISCO (KGO) -- There's a
vocal debate over building a better Bay
Area, by building a better highway. At
stake is not just traffic, but potentially
vast stretches of restored wetlands.

When Kendall Webster gazes across the
levees and farmland in southern
Sonoma County, she can envision the
tidal marshes that once flushed water
back and forth from meandering
waterways to San Pablo Bay.

"And so this whole flatland here was a
mosaic of tidal wetlands," she explains.

It's a vast expanse of wetlands that the
Sonoma Land Trust and their partners

are working to restore.

RELATED: Bay Area ship voyage
recovers 96 tons of plastic from

Pacific ocean
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"And you know, California is investing
in climate, the way no other state in the
country is right now. So we think that
this is the natural infrastructure project
that the state should be highlighting,"

Webster maintains.

To make that vision a reality, the Trust
has joined with Save the Bay and more
than a dozen environmental and land
management groups, urging Cal/Trans
and the state to remove the one barrier
that could open up natural marshland
across the entire North Bay.

First, it helps to understand that the
highway is essentially a 21-mile levee,
with bridges and other openings spaced

in between.

With two lanes, it's also one of the most

notorious bottlenecks in the Bay Area.

Prone to flooding, engineers expect

even more challenges as sea level rise

expands across the North Bay shoreline.
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VIDEO: Bay Area 'Water Always
Wins' author surveys world for

water solutions

EMBED <> MORE VIDEOS

In her new book "Water Always Wins," writer
Erica Gies argues that in the age of drought,
we need to start thinking about water
differently.

Warner Chabot is with the San
Francisco Estuary Institute.

"Everyone also agrees that the ultimate
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Wetlands advocates work to raise Highway 37 in Sonoma County - ABC7 San Francisco 10/5/22, 7:26 PM

solution for Highway 37 is to build a
four lane, elevated causeway that raises
the four lane freeway from two to four
lanes and raises it above the flood
potential that exists now," explains
Chabot.

But there's an increasingly intense
debate over when and what to build.
Estimates for an elevated causeway run
into the billions of dollars. Meanwhile
Cal/Trans is studying less costly interim
plan that would widen a stretch of the
current highway, while potentially
pushing a full replacement years down
the road.

Sonoma resident Greg Braswell has
clear sailing once he reaches a marina
located next to the highway, but on
many days even local boaters have to
fight through heavy traffic to get there.
He supports a quicker fix with phased
in upgrades.
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"And not have to build the mega-project
all at once. Then those pieces of
infrastructure could be added on as sea
levels rise and land becomes available,"

Braswell believes.

But some are concerned that the
widening plan, which would still cost
hundreds of millions of dollars, could
be anything but short term. North Bay
congressman Jared Huffman is
especially skeptical that once it's built,
it would be difficult to move forward
with any follow-up project.

VIDEO: Stanford study measures
solution for sinking California,
finds it may take more to reverse

damage

EMBED <> MORE VIDEOS

Researchers from Stanford confirmed that not
only are sections of the Valley sinking, but it
may take more to reverse damage than
previously believed.
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"You really have to look critically at
that. No one in their right mind is going
to tear out a brand new four-lane
freeway that cost half a billion 15 years

after it's built," Huffman argues.

And with the recent passage of major
federal climate legislation, Huffman
and other supporters also see the raised
causeway project as an historic
opportunity... not just to solve a traffic
nightmare but to build green
infrastructure. Combatting sea level rise
by giving Bay tides space to expand,
creating new habitats for wildlife, and
sequestering carbon in a marsh

environment.

"About 30,000 metric tons of carbon,
which is the equivalent of about taking
6,000 cars off the road each year," says

Chabot.

https://abc7news.com/highway-37-restoring-sonoma-county-wetlands-san-pablo-bay-land-trust-restoration/12117895/ Page 7 of 12


https://abc7news.com/stranger-things-house-halloween-tiktok-plainfield/12298500/?traffic_source=Connatix
https://abc7news.com/stranger-things-house-halloween-tiktok-plainfield/12298500/?traffic_source=Connatix

Wetlands advocates work to raise Highway 37 in Sonoma County - ABC7 San Francisco 10/5/22, 7:26 PM

For Kendall Webster, it would also help
restore miles of natural bay habitat, on
a scale that would also be historic.

"This is a huge area. And if we can get it
right with transportation,
infrastructure, wetland restoration and
public access, then we can attract
attention for this project as a project of
national importance," she believes.

And perhaps help lead the nation, into a
better future, in the fight against
climate change.

NOW STREAMING 24/7

If you're on the ABC7 News app, click

here to watch live

Soc
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